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“We are in the country of the Awabakal peoples. We respecƞ ully acknowledge their elders, celebraƟ ng their conƟ nuing 
culture and the living memory of their ancestors.”

On Monday our Year 12 commence their Trial HSC Exams. We off er the following prayer for our Year 12 students:

Dear Lord 

  As our Year 12 students undertake their trial exams, we ask you to look over them,

  and provide them with the clarity of mind and calmness to answer the quesƟ ons with

  confi dence. Also inspire the students to strive for their best as they prepare for

  each exam.

  Amen 

St Paul  Pray for Us

Pupil Free Day

Monday 18 August, 2025 will be a Pupil Free Day. Normal classes will resume for all students on Tuesday, 19 August, 
2025.

University of Newcastle High Performing Student Program

The following students were involved in the University of Newcastle High Performing Student Program and 
graduated on Wednesday 23 July, 2025:

  Year 9 Students    Year 10 Students
  Joshua BarreƩ      Zachary Blyth
  Olivia Buch     Finn BeƩ s
  Elina McElhone     Gabriella Maratos 
        Madeleine Maxwel 
        Bridget McEwan
        Lily Walmsley



CongratulaƟ ons to these students for undertaking this addiƟ onal study and congratulaƟ ons on their graduaƟ on 
from the program.

Mrs Patersen has addiƟ onal details later in the NewsleƩ er. 

RecogniƟ on for Cleo Doyle

During her Ɵ me at St Paul’s Cleo has been a strong advocate for the Aboriginal and Torrens Strait Islander 
people. Cleo’s eff orts have been recognised by being selected in the 2025 NaƟ onal First NaƟ ons Yarning 
CompeƟ Ɵ on to visit Canberra and aƩ end gatherings with Members of Parliament. 

AddiƟ onal details regarding the compeƟ Ɵ on are outlined in the College’s Facebook post below celebraƟ ng 
Cleo’s achievement: 

“A huge congratulaƟ ons to Year 12 student and school captain Cleo Doyle, who has been named a 
2025 NaƟ onal First NaƟ ons Yarning CompeƟ Ɵ on fi nalist, chosen from dozens of entries from across 
the country.  As part of her prize, Cleo has been invited to an all expenses covered, 4 day visit to 
Canberra later this year to:
-  Present her choreographed video Ochre to the panel
-  Take part in a ceremony hosted by the Minister and Shadow Minister for Indigenous   
 Australians
-  Join yarning sessions, workshops, tours, and QuesƟ on Time at Parliament House
Cleo’s choreographed dance submission encompassed the themes of  ‘Country and ConnecƟ on’ 
and ‘IdenƟ ty and Culture’. The judges were in awe of her creaƟ ve storytelling and her personal 
celebraƟ on of First NaƟ ons culture. CongratulaƟ ons to our wonderful Cleo!
Learn more about the compeƟ Ɵ on here - hƩ ps://yarning.houseofrepresentaƟ ves.gov.au/about/”

CongratulaƟ ons Cleo for this amazing recogniƟ on, we know you will be a wonderful spokesperson for our First 
NaƟ ons people at this important gathering.



Semester One Student Conferences

In the aŌ ernoon aŌ er the Awards Ceremonies the second session of the Student Conferences were held. The 
Conferences provide an opportunity for families and students to receive affi  rmaƟ ons and feedback on each 
student’s progress during Semester One. The conversaƟ on also allows for goals to be established for Semester 
Two. 

Thanks to the families who aƩ ended the Conferences and to the teachers for their input and support of the 
students learning.

NAIDOC Day CelebraƟ ons

On the fi rst Wednesday of the term, our community gathered for
our NAIDOC celebraƟ ons. The theme for NAIDOC Week 2025 was
‘The Next GeneraƟ on: Strength, Vision and Legacy”. We were
fortunate to have a number of Elders present for our celebraƟ ons
including Aunty Louise, Uncle Alex and Uncle Bud as well as family
members of our First NaƟ ons students, including Kevin Bloomfi eld
who played the didgeridoo. 

There were several dance performance including Cleo Doyle’s solo dance which was based on the story of 
Kinchela Boys Home and formed part of her Major Works for her HSC Aboriginal Studies course. 

The students involved in the celebraƟ ons are all to be affi  rmed for their willingness to showcase their talents 
as well as promoƟ ng a greater understanding of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. 

Also included in the celebraƟ on was a smoking ceremony which was based in the Paul Burke Memorial. 

As a community we thank Miss Robertson and Ms Stewart for their vision, organisaƟ on and coordinaƟ on of the 
NAIDOC celebraƟ ons. 

Semester Awards

On Tuesday last week, many students in Years 7 - 10 were affi  rmed for their eff orts throughout Semester One. 
Students received Academic Excellence, Excellence in Class, Diligence Awards and CARE Group Awards. 

Thanks to the family members who aƩ ended to support the students and also to the staff  who prepared, 
organised and hosted the ceremonies.



Year 12 HSC Trial ExaminaƟ ons

Year 12 commence their HSC Trial exams on Monday. Importantly, these exams will provide the students with 
an indicaƟ on of where they are at in preparaƟ on for the actual HSC exams in Term 4. The exams provide an 
opportunity to work under exam condiƟ ons and concentrate for sustained periods of Ɵ me. 

Some students will be pleased with their results and others will be concerned with the outcome of the exams. 
Whatever the results from the exams, they will provide the students with the opportunity to work with their 
teachers and set some goals for the remainder of Term 3 in the lead up to the HSC exams.

As a school community we off er our prayers of support for Year 12 and wish them all the best for their Trial 
exams.

ASPIRE ProducƟ on

Today and tomorrow are the performance days for the students involved in the ASPIRE producƟ on, ‘The Rise 
of Bozz’ at the Civic Theatre, in Newcastle. These performances are the culminaƟ on of many hours of rehearsal 
and pracƟ ce over the previous months. The following St Paul’s students are involved in the producƟ on: 

Imogen Cowen, Cleo Doyle, Bethany Evans, Beau Jenkinson, ScarleƩ  Levy, Sienna McKibbin, Isabelle Mould, 
Emily O’Grady, Jamie Pockran, Molly Sibbald and Mya SƟ Ʃ .

Ms Burt, Miss GarreƩ , and Mrs Paterson accompanied a group of students to watch the performance on Friday 
as well as to support their peers involved in the producƟ on.

We wish all students involved in the producƟ on all the best for the coming days.



2026 Enrolments

The College is sƟ ll accepƟ ng enrolments for 2026 in all year groups. 

Commencing this year, families wishing to enrol their children at St Paul’s need to do so online. InformaƟ on 
regarding the online process and also where you submit your applicaƟ on is via the link below:

hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/enrol-online-now/

If families need support, they are asked to contact the Main Offi  ce for assistance about the enrolment process.

2025 Enrolment Vacancies

There are currently some places available in some year groups for 2025. If any current St Paul’s families are 
aware of any other families who are considering enrolling their students at the College, please encourage them 
to contact the school to discuss possibiliƟ es. 

Nicholas Wickham
Principal



Assistant Principal - Teaching and Learning

Emma Tierney
Assistant Principal - Teaching & Learning

Welcome back to Term 3. I have highlighted below some signifi cant upcoming curriculum events.

ElecƟ ves 2026 (Year 9 2026)

The ElecƟ ve selecƟ on process for students in Year 8 (Year 9 2026) will begin on Wednesday. ElecƟ ve 
presentaƟ ons will be delivered by teachers of the elecƟ ve subjects we off er here at St Paul’s.  Students were 
also be given an ElecƟ ve Handbook which has further detail and the process for selecƟ ng elecƟ ves. ElecƟ ve 
studies allow students to have some advocacy over their learning.  Students can pursue learning that they have 
enjoyed in their Stage 4 studies, or they can select a course that interests them.

2025 HSC Trial ExaminaƟ ons

Please keep our students compleƟ ng the HSC Trial examinaƟ ons in your thoughts and prayers. The trial 
examinaƟ ons will be held over weeks 3 and 4. I met with Year 12 this week and went over the procedures for 
the examinaƟ ons.  Students have been given a copy of the HSC Trial Ɵ metable. The Ɵ metable was also sent to 
parents/carers/students through Compass. In the event that an illness or misadventure arises students are to 
follow the school assessment policy and the school examinaƟ on procedures. Please do not hesitate to contact 
Joel Connell or myself at any Ɵ me.

2025 HSC Study Guide

Please see below a link to the 2025 Sydney Morning Herald Study Guide, a valuable resource for Year 12 
students navigaƟ ng their HSC studies. 

“In this special 50th anniversary ediƟ on of the guide, we off er all the Ɵ ps and tricks to help you succeed in this 
year’s exams.”

HSC Study Guide 2025
 
Please do not hesitate to contact myself, your child’s class teacher, LOWE or Leader of Learning, if we can 
support your child in any way.

It is a privilege to be working with you and your child supporƟ ng them to reach their best academically. 



Welcome back to Term 3. We began the term recognising students and their academic achievements as well as 
their posiƟ ve contribuƟ ons to our school community. It was great to see so many parents present on the day 
to share in the achievements of their children. Students are encouraged to conƟ nue to strive for their personal 
best and to conƟ nue to share their giŌ s and talents with the college community.

This is something which was evident on St Paul’s Day with our annual St Paul’s Got Talent show. This experience 
demonstrates the unique way in which our students are accepted and applauded for ‘having a go’ and being 
courageous. AŌ er beginning the day with a wonderful celebraƟ on of our faith and a celebraƟ on of St Paul, 
the day conƟ nued with a variety of acƟ viƟ es organised by the SRC as well as a vast menu of food experiences 
which is always enjoyed by students. A full school Just Dance closed the day and epitomised the energy and 
fun of what we now know is St Paul’s Day. One of our favourite days of the school year.

Black Dog InsƟ tute – Future Proofi ng Study – FREE WEBINAR

The Black Dog InsƟ tute is off ering a Free live webinar for parents and teachers: Helping teens sleep beƩ er. 
Findings from the Future Proofi ng Study show that high-quality, regularised sleep plays a vital role in 
adolescent wellbeing and that many teens are not geƫ  ng the recommended 8–10 hours of sleep each night 
or sleeping and waking at consistent Ɵ mes. So, to mark Sleep Health Week, on Monday 11 August at 4 pm, the 
Black Dog InsƟ tute and the Sleep Health FoundaƟ on are co-hosƟ ng a free 45-minute live webinar for teachers 
and parents: Sleep On It: The Missing Link in Student Wellbeing.

The session will:

•  Highlight key sleep-related fi ndings from the Future Proofi ng Study

•  Suggest strategies parents can use to support teen sleep at home

•  Introduce Sleep Ninja for the Classroom – a new curriculum-aligned program with engaging lessons on  
 sleep for Years 5–8, available from 2026

When registering, parƟ cipants can submit quesƟ ons for the panellists to address during the session. To register 
click on the QR code below.

Assistant Principal - Teaching and Learning



Anne-Maree Shipman
Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement

Teachers and Parents Both MaƩ er for Students’ social-emoƟ onal competence

Below is a segment and a link to an arƟ cle which discusses the impact parents and teachers can have on the 
social-emoƟ onal competence of children and their healthy development. It is worth a read.

Social-emoƟ onal competence is a broad construct capturing how eff ecƟ ve we are in our interacƟ ons with 
others and in navigaƟ ng our own feelings. More and more studies are showing that social-emoƟ onal 
competence among students is linked with posiƟ ve short and longer-term outcomes (Jones et al., 2015), like 
wellbeing, school compleƟ on and beƩ er health. 

In a recently published study in the academic journal Social Psychology of EducaƟ on (Collie & Ryan, 2025), 
we wanted to examine the role that teachers and parents play in relaƟ on to students’ social-emoƟ onal 
competence. With data collected among 373 Australian adolescent students aged 13-16, fi ndings showed that 
both teachers and parents maƩ er when it comes to supporƟ ng students’ social-emoƟ onal competence. As 
we explain in more detail below, teachers and parents can help to foster social-emoƟ onal funcƟ oning among 
students, which is important for their healthy development more broadly.

For the full arƟ cle clink the link: Social - EmoƟ onal Competence 



High Potential & Gifted Education (HPGE) at St Paul’s

CongratulaƟ ons to Our University - CerƟ fi ed Students! 

On Wednesday 23 July at the University of Newcastle we witnessed the graduaƟ on of the following students in 
the UoN High Performing Student Program.

Joshua BarreƩ  (9)
Zachary Blyth (10)
Olivia Buch (9)
Madeleine Maxwell (10)
Gabriella Maratos (10)
Finn BeƩ s (10)
Elina McElhone (9)
Bridget McEwan (10)
Lily Walmsley (10)

We’re so proud to celebrate these students who have successfully completed fi rst-year university units in 
Business, MathemaƟ cs, and Medical Sciences — an incredible achievement alongside their full-Ɵ me studies at 
St Paul’s and their co-curricular commitments.

Among the 150 graduates, one-third came from schools across the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese — a powerful 
refl ecƟ on of the strength of our partnerships and the excepƟ onal potenƟ al of our young people.

Thank you graduates for represenƟ ng St Paul’s with excellence.

Virtual Academy - High Performing and GiŌ ed EducaƟ on (HPGE) NEWS

Late in Term 2 Pippa Evans (Year 8), Ayla Geary and Elsie White (Year 7) from the Virtual Academy stepped into 
the shoes of world leaders for the annual G20 Summit 2025 - DiplomaƟ c SimulaƟ on.

Over the course of the day, the Board Room at the Catholic Schools of Maitland-Newcastle offi  ce was 
transformed into a hub of internaƟ onal diplomacy as students collaborated, negoƟ ated and debated global 
issues in a dynamic simulaƟ on that mirrored real-world G20 processes. RepresenƟ ng various naƟ ons, students 
addressed pressing challenges such as climate change, global health, and the evolving infl uence of social 
media.



Pippa, Ayla and Elsie represented St Paul’s Catholic College impeccably 
sharing their new improved naƟ ons of Shizuku, Rusklavia and Aguaico at 
the summit. The girls have been working extremely hard juggling their 
normal school studies and the Virtual Academy. They do three addiƟ onal 
hours a week of study engaging in the Virtual Academy. 

St Paul’s would like to congratulate them all on their exemplary 
engagement and presentaƟ ons at the G20 Summit.

CAROL PATERSON

PROJECT OFFICER - GIFTED EDUCATION MENTOR



Emerging MaƟ ldas and Socceroos Championships

CongratulaƟ ons to Jaxan, Ashtyn and Lani who aƩ ended the NaƟ onal Football Championships during the 
school holidays.

This level of compeƟ Ɵ on, now known as The Emerging MaƟ ldas Championships and Emerging Socceroos 
Championships, serve as the premier talent idenƟ fi caƟ on and development plaƞ orms in Australian football. 
The compeƟ Ɵ on shapes future generaƟ ons and strengthens Australia’s high-performance 
pathways.

Lani was selected in the U15s Northern NSW Football team as the Goal Keeper, playing in the 
Emerging MaƟ ldas Championships in Sydney. Her compeƟ Ɵ on featured teams from all nine 
of Football Australia’s Member FederaƟ ons and internaƟ onal guests Malaysia. Lani’s team 
narrowly missed out on being crowned the Championship winners in the Grand fi nal, going 
down 4-1. What an amazing eff ort!

Jaxan and Ashtyn were named in the Charles Perkins XI squad that brings 
together the top Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth talent from 
across the country. They placed 8th in the compeƟ Ɵ on.

Important Dates

Sport Age Date of event InformaƟ on
Dio AthleƟ cs Yrs 7-12 20th August Students noƟ fi ed Wk 3
NSWCCC Netball Varied 20th August Selected teams
Dio Basketball Gala Day Yrs 7-10 Students in Rep Basketball Teams
NSW Basketball Gala Day U16s 28th and 29th August Students in Rep Basketball Teams
Rugby League 9-a-side 13s, 15s, 17s TBC
Rugby 7s 14s and 16s 25th August MeeƟ ng Week 3

Rep Sport – Fridays Girls Basketball

This term we have our Years9 and 10 girls Basketball team playing in the Friday compeƟ Ɵ on against other 
schools. This team were crowned champions last year. Let’s see if they can do it again this year. Good luck girls!

Sport News



St Paul’s Day

On the last day of Term 2, our school community came together to celebrate St Paul’s Day. We began the day 
with a beauƟ ful Mass led by Fr Raphael. From there, the celebraƟ ons conƟ nued as our students lit up the stage 
during ‘St Paul’s Got Talent’, showcasing their incredible performances. In the aŌ ernoon, the fun carried on 
with a variety of acƟ viƟ es, including a lively Just Dance session. A joyful celebraƟ on of our College spirit and 
vibrant community, it was the perfect way to end the term and refl ect on what makes our school so special.



Thank You for SupporƟ ng the Vinnies Winter Appeal!

We are so grateful for your generous support of our 
Vinnies Winter Appeal last term. Every single donaƟ on—
whether it was a blanket, food item, or toiletry—made 
a real diff erence in the lives of people in our local 
community.

Thanks to your kindness:

• Blankets were given directly to clients of our local  
 Vinnies chapter.
• Food and toiletries were delivered by   
 Vinnies volunteers to NourishEd for The Pantry in
 Toronto and to Catholic Care for their community  
 kitchens.

Your contribuƟ ons brought warmth, comfort, and hope 
to many. 

Thank you for being part of something so meaningful!

Renee Pola-Kuras
Ministry Coordinator

Vinnie’s Winter Appeal



St Paul’s Care Program



Canteen News



ATTENTION LEARNER DRIVERS

Don’t miss your chance to join a PCYC Safer

Drivers Course.

Complete the course to receive 20 hours off  your logbook!!

Module 1: A 3 hour facilitated group discussion on how to manage 

risks on the road.

Module 2: A 2 hour in-vehicle coaching session to develop low risk 

driving strategies.

For more informaƟ on or to book check out our website hƩ ps://

www.pcycdrivereducaƟ on.org.au/

If you have a valid Pension or Healthcare card in your name, call 

your local club to fi nd out how you can get the course for fully fee 

exempt!

Community News



College Uniform

Please see below the updated Uniform pricing from LOWES Glendale as well as the link to the website here: 
hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/about-us/school-life/uniform/





Clothing Pool 

Located at the hall end of the
Student HUB

Open : 8.30am-9.30am 
Thursdays

For all uniform/clothing pool

needs outside of these

hours please contact the main offi  ce.

Please noƟ fy the main offi  ce by

email of any changes to personal

or medical details.

Email: admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au

From the OfÞ ce



From the Finance OfÞ ce

2025 School Fee InformaƟ on

School fees comprise of Resource, TuiƟ on, Diocesan Family School Building Levy (DFSBL) 

Year 7-10 $4,953
Year 11 & 12 $5,959

Family discount on full rate diocesan tuiƟ on fees only, is available to parents who have more than one child 
aƩ ending a Catholic School in this Diocese.

• 1 child family - 0% - full rate 
• 2 child family - 15% - each child
• 3 child family - 25% - each child
• 4 + child family - 50% - each child

Concessions on TuiƟ on fees are also given to account holders of a current Health Care/Pension card. Please 
provide a copy of original card to fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

ElecƟ ve Fees Year 9-12 (addiƟ onal fees depending on subjects selected)

Year 9 & 10 Price ranging from $100-$250
Year 11 & 12 Price ranging from $120-$400

Retreats/ Camps

Year 7 & 12 $470
Year 10 $370

The Year 7 Camp and 10 & 12 Retreat are compulsory, and it is expected that all students aƩ end as per 
condiƟ ons of enrolment in a Catholic school. CosƟ ngs are calculated based on all students aƩ ending, venues 
and buses have to be paid when booking is fi rst made. Your understanding of this would be very much 
appreciated.

Friday Sport Payment & Consent

For your convenience, you can now consent and pay for your child’s Friday sport through Compass each 
Term. The account holder (name on your statement) is the only one who can access Compass to make these 
payments, if you would like joint access to Compass so both parents can make payments please complete and 
return the aƩ ached joint access form.

hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/media/5915/compass-joint-access.pdf



Mrs Erica Gale - Finance Offi  cer
fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

Support

The Catholic Schools Offi  ce declares that genuine inability to meet tuiƟ on and other fees does not exclude access to 
a school within the system by a child of a family genuinely commiƩ ed to Catholic faith and pracƟ ce.

For families experiencing fi nancial hardship or wishing to discuss other payment arrangements please contact the 
College Principal or Finance Offi  ce to make an appointment. These discussions and arrangements regarding fees are 
strictly confi denƟ al.

The collecƟ on of all school fees is to ensure the best possible learning environment for your child.

Account Statements

All fees are billed yearly in February, and it is recommended a regular weekly, fortnightly or monthly instalment 
is made from February to November to ensure your account is fully paid by 30 November. Our preferred method 
of payment is via Bpay (BPay detail are on your monthly statement) however fees may also be paid via EFT, Credit 
card, cheque and Centrepay. If you require assistance with calculaƟ ng your weekly, fortnightly or monthly payment 
amount, please email fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au 

School fee account can be viewed at any Ɵ me through Compass and updated statement are emailed at the begin-
ning of each month. Families who have a nil balance will not receive a statement. 

Finance Contact Details:  Erica Gale
     fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au
     Telephone: 4958 6711



St Paul’s Catholic College

Address:  Primrose Street, Booragul
Postal:   PO Box 194, Boolaroo NSW  2284
Telephone:  4958 6711
Email:   admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au
Web Site:  hƩ p://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/ 

Switch/RecepƟ on
Hours:   8.30am unƟ l 3.30pm

Finance Offi  ce
Hours:   8.30am to 2.30pm
Email:   fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

Canteen
Telephone:  4946 3115

Clothing Pool:  Please see the main offi  ce for uniform needs.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

Week 3/Week 4: HSC Trial Exams

Aug 18: Pupil Free Day

Aug 21: Book Parade

Contact Us


