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“We are in the country of the Awabakal peoples. We respecƞ ully acknowledge their elders, celebraƟ ng their conƟ nuing 
culture and the living memory of their ancestors.”

Sunday 7 September, is Father’s Day, and we off er our graƟ tude for all fathers and for father fi gures in our life. 
We off er the following prayer for all fathers, 

God our Father, through the intercession of St Joseph, 
the foster father of your son, Lord Jesus Christ, 
we give you thanks and praise for all the fathers and father fi gures in the 
world.

We pray for them so that they may fi nd courage and perseverance
to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifi ce.

We remember fathers and father fi gures who 
are no longer with us but who live forever in our hearts and with you,
and nourish us with their love. Amen.

St Paul  Pray for Us

NaƟ onal Child ProtecƟ on Week

NaƟ onal Child ProtecƟ on Week invites all Australians to play their part to promote the safety and wellbeing of 
children and young people. NaƟ onal Child ProtecƟ on Week will take place from 7 to 13 September. The theme 
for 2025 is ‘Every ConversaƟ on MaƩ ers: ShiŌ ing ConversaƟ on to AcƟ on’. By speaking regularly with children 
about their personal safety and how they can protect themselves, as well as “tuning in” to their worries, 
children are more likely to trust adults and feel comfortable to talk with adults when something big is going on.

Year 12

Sunshine Award

Each year, the Sunshine Award is presented to a Year 12 student in memory of former student Jacqui Chatburn.



Jacqui was a former student of the College in the 1990’s who passed away aŌ er a long 
baƩ le with cancer whilst sƟ ll a member of the community. During her illness Jacqui 
conƟ nued to come to school, bringing with her a bright and opƟ misƟ c mindset each 
day, despite her challenges. The award was iniƟ ated by her parents, and the College 
appreciates their ongoing support of the award. 

Each year the Year 12 cohort select a student who they feel best represents the 
characterisƟ c of bringing sunshine to the year group. Jacqui was well known for her 
happy and very posiƟ ve nature, even during her illness.

At St Paul’s Day, Cooper BeƩ s was announced as a very popular recipient of the 2025 
Sunshine Award. CongratulaƟ ons Cooper for your personal qualiƟ es of bringing sunshine 
to others with this this presƟ gious award.

Trials

Thanks to the students for their eff orts and aƩ endance throughout the trial exam period. Thanks also to the parents 
and carers for their ongoing support of their children.

The trial exams provide the students with an indicaƟ on of their progress as they conƟ nue to prepare for the HSC 
exams. The feedback the students will receive from their teachers will allow students to understand the concepts 
and skills which they have a good understanding of, as well as the areas which they need to focus on over the 
coming weeks. 

Key Dates for Year 12

Today a leƩ er was sent to parents and carers outlining detailed informaƟ on related to GraduaƟ on Ceremonies in 
the coming weeks for Year 12. A summary of these dates:

• Monday 22 September, 2025 Year 12 Charity Day
• Tuesday 23 September, 2025 GraduaƟ on Mass at 6pm in the College Hall
• Wednesday 24 September, 2025 GraduaƟ on Awards Ceremony and Farewell from 9.30am
• Thursday 16 October, 2025 HSC Begins
• Friday  14 November, 2025 GraduaƟ on Ball at NEX Newcastle

On Wednesday 20 August 2025 Mrs Burns presented to the students informaƟ on related to life aŌ er Year 12 and 
once the HSC concludes. The informaƟ on presented focused on:

• Pathways at the conclusion of the HSC ExaminaƟ ons:

 o University - outlining the process involved in applying, accepƟ ng off ers and also what to do if  
  students were considering deferring for a year.
 o TAFE - the factors to consider when looking at TAFE as a post school pathway
 o Employment - the essenƟ al requirements of resume wriƟ ng and the process for registering with   
  employment agencies, such as Seek.
 o General details to be mindful of if students are considering a Gap year in 2026.

Parents and Carers can contact Mrs Burns if they would like addiƟ onal informaƟ on. 



Some relevant links for HSC students and families:

• 2025 HSC Exam Timetable.

hƩ ps://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/fi les/noindex/2025-05/2025-hsc-wriƩ en-exam-Ɵ metable.pdf

• 2025 HSC Rules and Procedures. Students have been provided with a copy of this resource. 

hƩ ps://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/fi les/2024-09/nesa-2025-hsc-rules-and-procedures.pdf

• 2025 Sydney Morning Herald Study Guide. The guide provides insights from past HSC students as well   
 as specifi c course advice.

hƩ ps://www.smh.com.au/naƟ onal/nsw/hsc-study-guide-2025-20250617-p5m87a.html

InformaƟ on Sessions for Parents and Carers

On the Catholic Schools website are a list of online informaƟ on sessions which families might fi nd benefi cial to 
support their children through the teenage years. Some of these sessions are hosted by the eSafety Commissioner 
as well as other organisaƟ ons and presenters. The following link takes you to the diff erent presentaƟ ons and 
includes an overview, as well as the date and Ɵ me of the sessions:

hƩ ps://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/our-community/supporƟ ng-parents-and-carers/upcoming-parent-and-carer-
informaƟ on-sessions/

Toronto Rotary Public Speaking CompeƟ Ɵ on

Last week, Julia BaƟ rova (Year 10) and Madeline PlaƩ  (Year 11) parƟ cipated in the Toronto 
Rotary Public Speaking compeƟ Ɵ on. The feedback from the organisers was that both girls 
presented high quality speeches which included delivering a 5 minute prepared speech as 
well as a 2 minute impromptu speech.

Madeline was judged to be the winner on the evening and will progress to the next round 
of the compeƟ Ɵ on.

CongratulaƟ on Madeline on your success and well done to Julia for accepƟ ng the 
challenge of parƟ cipaƟ ng in this compeƟ Ɵ on.

2026 Year 7 OrientaƟ on Day and Parent / Carer MeeƟ ng

On Wednesday we welcomed our 2026 Year 7 students to St Paul’s for their fi rst OrientaƟ on Day. There were 
students from over 20 diff erent schools in aƩ endance, and it was wonderful to see them engaging in the planned 
acƟ viƟ es throughout the day. The focus of the fi rst OrientaƟ on Day was on becoming familiar with the layout of the 
school, meeƟ ng new friends and teachers.

The second OrientaƟ on Day will be held on Wednesday, 3 December 2025.

Thanks to Miss Walker for her coordinaƟ on of the day and to the other teachers who assisted with running of the 
diff erent acƟ viƟ es.



On Monday 1 September 2025 there will be an InformaƟ on Evening in the College Hall commencing at 6.00pm 
for all our incoming 2026 Year 7 parents and carers. Families will be provided with informaƟ on which will assist 
their child with their transiƟ on into high school.

The school appreciates the support of the families as we conƟ nue the preparing for our incoming Year 7 students 
for next year.

Family and Community Engagement MeeƟ ng (FACE) MeeƟ ng 

The Term 3 Family and Community Engagement MeeƟ ng (formerly known as Parent and Carer Engagement 
MeeƟ ng – PEG) will be held online via TEAMS on Tuesday 9 September 2025 commencing at 6.00pm. Parents and 
Carers are asked to register at the link below.

The Agenda for the MeeƟ ng will be:

• Feedback from Principal and Assistant Principals
• Parents and Friends FederaƟ on Report.
• General Business.

Link to register for the Family and Community Engagement MeeƟ ng:  

hƩ ps://forms.offi  ce.com/r/Bn5sTA4trn

Throughout the day of the meeƟ ng a TEAMS link will be forwarded to those parents and carers who have indicated 
that they will join the meeƟ ng online.

Science Week and Book Week

In Week 4 the College acknowledged Science Week and last week Book Week.

A focus on the diff erent areas of the curriculum allows the school to further highlight the important role all aspects 
of learning play in our lives and in our world. If students don’t engage with their passions and interests as well as 
with the essenƟ al skills of literacy and numeracy,  the impact to our environments will be felt for generaƟ ons to 
come. 

Thanks to Mrs Daniels for coordinaƟ ng Science Week and to Miss Guest for her organisaƟ on of Book Week.



2026 Enrolments

The College is sƟ ll accepƟ ng enrolments for 2026 in all year groups. 

Commencing this year, families wishing to enrol their children at St Paul’s need to do so online. InformaƟ on 
regarding the online process and where you submit your applicaƟ on is via the link below:

 hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/enrol-online-now/

If families need support, they are asked to contact the Main Offi  ce for assistance about the enrolment process.

2025 Enrolment Vacancies

There are currently some places available in some year groups for 2025. If any current St Paul’s families are aware 
of any other families who are considering enrolling their students at the College, please encourage them to contact 
the school to discuss possibiliƟ es. 

Nicholas Wickham
Principal



Assistant Principal - Teaching and Learning

Emma Tierney
Assistant Principal - Teaching & Learning

Year 11 ExaminaƟ ons
Year 11 students have been given a hard copy of their exam Ɵ metable and it was also emailed to students and 
parents/carers via Compass. Students must assemble at least fi Ō een minutes before the start of each exam 
in the library. Students are only expected to be at school when they have scheduled exams during the exam 
period. If a student would like to study in the library when they don’t have a scheduled exam they are to sign in 
at recepƟ on. The exam block runs from Monday September 8 to Thursday September 18. 

Release of HSC Results Time to update Students Online
It is important NSW EducaƟ on Standards Authority (NESA) has accurate student contact details. Students 
should log into Students Online and check that their email addresses and mobile phone numbers are correct. 
If a school email address is recorded, students need to change it to a personal one, as students will have leŌ  
school and may no longer have this email address when results are released. 

ElecƟ ve Courses
Thank you to our Year 8 students for their prompt submission of their elecƟ ve course preferences for 2026. We 
are currently in the process of fi nalising course selecƟ ons as we work on the 2026 Ɵ metable. Student courses 
will be communicated once the process is fi nalised. It is important to note that elecƟ ve courses run overs Years 
9 & 10.

HSC The Importance of Teamwork
How moderaƟ on works in the HSC was explained to students last week by our NESA liaison offi  cer. The 
importance of working together as a team to increase the overall performance standard of the enƟ re cohort 
was explained. We now move from focusing on both  individual achievement  and a teamwork approach and 
every student can benefi t in the process.



High Potential and Gifted Education 

The Catholic Schools of Maitland Newcastle High PotenƟ al and GiŌ ed EducaƟ on (HPGE) Team led by Maree 
Karaka have released a new Blog for families of High PotenƟ al and GiŌ ed Students.

Please click the link below for the latest instalment.

Seeing the World Like Leonardo, Einstein, and Aristotle – Three Ways to Nurture Genius Thinking in Your 
Child

It highlights three ways children view the world - connecƟ ng ideas like Leonardo, imagining possibiliƟ es like 
Einstein, and seeking paƩ erns and purpose like Aristotle - and off ers pracƟ cal Ɵ ps for families to support these 
strengths.

hƩ ps://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/news/seeing-the-world-like-leonardo-einstein-and-aristotle/

Carol Paterson
GiŌ ed and Talented Mentor



SchoolTV



Other News

ImmunisaƟ on catchup
Tuesday 20 October

It’s not too late - consent for immunisaƟ on can sƟ ll be completed for students in Year 7 or Year 10.

Parents can provide consent by following this link

How to log into School VaccinaƟ on Portal - Health

Or by following this QR code

URL: Online consent URL hƩ ps://engage.health.nsw.gov.au/engage

QR Code: 



Important Security Update for student BYOD Devices

Important Security Update for student BYOD Devices

AcƟ on is required for students with BYOD Windows 10 devices as Windows 10 will soon no longer be supported by 

MicrosoŌ .

To ensure your student device security you should upgrade to Windows 11 as soon as possible.

MicrosoŌ  has announced that support for Windows 10 will end on 14 October 2025, meaning it will no longer 

receive criƟ cal security updates.

To stay protected and ensure opƟ mal performance, it is strongly recommended that all students with BYOD 

Windows 10 devices follow MicrosoŌ ’s instrucƟ ons and upgrade to Windows 11 as soon as possible. There is no 

charge for this upgrade.

Why this maƩ ers:

 • Windows 10 will no longer receive MicrosoŌ  updates aŌ er 14 October 2025, leaving devices    

  exposed to threats.

 • Upgrading to Windows 11 helps reduce security risks.

 • Student Work ProtecƟ on: Staying current helps safeguard assignments, projects, and personal   

  data.

Ways to install Windows 11 - MicrosoŌ  Support

Upgrade to Windows 11: FAQ - MicrosoŌ  Support

How do I check what version of Windows am I running?

Select Start > Seƫ  ngs > System, then select About. You then see EdiƟ on, Version, and OS Build informaƟ on.

We encourage all families with Student Windows 10 computers to begin the upgrade process now to avoid last-

minute disrupƟ ons. If you need assistance or have quesƟ ons about upgrading, please reach out to the IT support 

team in our school.



St Paul’s Care Program



Canteen News



ATTENTION LEARNER DRIVERS

Don’t miss your chance to join a PCYC Safer

Drivers Course.

Complete the course to receive 20 hours off  your logbook!!

Module 1: A 3 hour facilitated group discussion on how to manage 

risks on the road.

Module 2: A 2 hour in-vehicle coaching session to develop low risk 

driving strategies.

For more informaƟ on or to book check out our website hƩ ps://

www.pcycdrivereducaƟ on.org.au/

If you have a valid Pension or Healthcare card in your name, call 

your local club to fi nd out how you can get the course for fully fee 

exempt!

Community News



College Uniform

Please see below the updated Uniform pricing from LOWES Glendale as well as the link to the website here: 
hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/about-us/school-life/uniform/





Clothing Pool 

Located at the hall end of the
Student HUB

Open : 8.30am-9.30am 
Thursdays

For all uniform/clothing pool

needs outside of these

hours please contact the main offi  ce.

Please noƟ fy the main offi  ce by

email of any changes to personal

or medical details.

Email: admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au

From the OfÞ ce



From the Finance OfÞ ce

2025 School Fee InformaƟ on

School fees comprise of Resource, TuiƟ on, Diocesan Family School Building Levy (DFSBL) 

Year 7-10 $4,953
Year 11 & 12 $5,959

Family discount on full rate diocesan tuiƟ on fees only, is available to parents who have more than one child 
aƩ ending a Catholic School in this Diocese.

• 1 child family - 0% - full rate 
• 2 child family - 15% - each child
• 3 child family - 25% - each child
• 4 + child family - 50% - each child

Concessions on TuiƟ on fees are also given to account holders of a current Health Care/Pension card. Please 
provide a copy of original card to fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

ElecƟ ve Fees Year 9-12 (addiƟ onal fees depending on subjects selected)

Year 9 & 10 Price ranging from $100-$250
Year 11 & 12 Price ranging from $120-$400

Retreats/ Camps

Year 7 & 12 $470
Year 10 $370

The Year 7 Camp and 10 & 12 Retreat are compulsory, and it is expected that all students aƩ end as per 
condiƟ ons of enrolment in a Catholic school. CosƟ ngs are calculated based on all students aƩ ending, venues 
and buses have to be paid when booking is fi rst made. Your understanding of this would be very much 
appreciated.

Friday Sport Payment & Consent

For your convenience, you can now consent and pay for your child’s Friday sport through Compass each 
Term. The account holder (name on your statement) is the only one who can access Compass to make these 
payments, if you would like joint access to Compass so both parents can make payments please complete and 
return the aƩ ached joint access form.

hƩ ps://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/media/5915/compass-joint-access.pdf



Mrs Erica Gale - Finance Offi  cer
fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

Support

The Catholic Schools Offi  ce declares that genuine inability to meet tuiƟ on and other fees does not exclude access to 
a school within the system by a child of a family genuinely commiƩ ed to Catholic faith and pracƟ ce.

For families experiencing fi nancial hardship or wishing to discuss other payment arrangements please contact the 
College Principal or Finance Offi  ce to make an appointment. These discussions and arrangements regarding fees are 
strictly confi denƟ al.

The collecƟ on of all school fees is to ensure the best possible learning environment for your child.

Account Statements

All fees are billed yearly in February, and it is recommended a regular weekly, fortnightly or monthly instalment is 
made from February to November to ensure your account is fully paid by 30 November. Our preferred method of 
payment is via Bpay (BPay details are on your monthly statement) however fees may also be paid via EFT, Credit 
card, cheque and Centrepay. If you require assistance with calculaƟ ng your weekly, fortnightly or monthly payment 
amount, please email fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au 

School fee account can be viewed at any Ɵ me through Compass and updated statement are emailed at the begin-
ning of each month. Families who have a nil balance will not receive a statement. 

Finance Contact Details:  Erica Gale
     fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au
     Telephone: 4958 6711



St Paul’s Catholic College

Address:  Primrose Street, Booragul
Postal:   PO Box 194, Boolaroo NSW  2284
Telephone:  4958 6711
Email:   admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au
Web Site:  hƩ p://www.booragul.catholic.edu.au/ 

Switch/RecepƟ on
Hours:   8.30am unƟ l 3.30pm

Finance Offi  ce
Hours:   8.30am to 2.30pm
Email:   fi nance@booragul.catholic.edu.au

Canteen
Telephone:  4946 3115

Clothing Pool:  Please see the main offi  ce for uniform needs.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

Sept 1: Year 7, 2026 Orientation Evening

Sept 2: R U OK Day

Sept 8-18: Year 11 Exams

Sept 18-21: Year 11 Ski Trip

Sept 22: Year 12 Charity Day

Sept 23: GraduaƟ on Mass 6pm

Sept 24: GraduaƟ on Awards Ceremony/Farewell

Contact Us


